SPACE GUARDS GO MOBILE

Starting Point

Through the progress in the
information technology and
the new standards in datat-
ransmission cellular phones
are easily combined with mul-
timedia functions.

This leads to a situation
where nearly every object
can become a potential sur-
veillance media that will be
excessively used for private
and commercial uses.
Surveillance becomes an
always present possibility,
independent of any sense of
territory, that today is still the
driving force behind surveil-
lance of malls, headquarters
or homes.

Since all of this data can

be shared and combined
through Internet the collec-
tion, use and ownership of
this surveillance material
becomes diffuse and wides-
pread, omnipresent as well
as potentially democratized.

The project tries to anticipa-
te this new situation where
public, private and controlled
space become indistinguis-
hable and tries to explore the
changes that will occur on an
urban as well as psychologi-
cal level. Through the setup
of an urban experiment the
project tries to raise aware-
ness and evaluate the dan-
gers and potentials of this
development.
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WATCHTOWER

Among the districts of Berlin Berlin-Kreuzberg was
the first to get a watchtower to observe his inhabi-

tants at a central place, the Kottbusser Tor.

The opening was celebrated on November 4, 2000.

The tower was built by Martin Kaltwasser, a Berlin
artist and architect.

His installation “Watchtower” reacted to plans pro-
posing the surveillance and control of public space
favored by several Berliner politicians.

The tower symbolized an evident, well-known and
well-established mode of observation.

This is why we chose this place to start our inquiry
into surveillance systems.

21.11.2000

22.11.2000

“Aha, there he goes again.
This Mr. Jones always crosses
the lawn and doesn't stay on
the path. This will be another
50% fine.”

Views out of the watchto-
wer to different directions.
One of the most interesting
observations was the social
seperation between the
different segments of the
square.
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The pictures taken by the
videocamera were shown
on the TV-screen. Between
the observation of different
places we were showing
parts of the reality-show
“Big-Brother”.

We decided to use the watchtower according to its
potential for one day.

On November 21, 2000 a video- camera was
installed in the upper part of the watchtower,

a TV-Screen showing the images taken by the
camera was attached below.

The camera’s perspective was changed every half
hour.

We singled out five different places:

a situation at a traffic light, a Turkish market and
the entrance to the Underground, a supermarket, a
bus station, a bank.

Cardboards informed the passers-by about the
video-observation in these areas.

While the video-observation was going on we
asked people in the street about their ideas on
observation and its future, on fear and security.

“Now | feel safe, walking alone
at night”

“l do not approve a general surveillance of public
spaces; however there should be certain excepti-
ons from this rule,

i.e. places frequented by drug-dealers etc.”

“You think this is a dangerous place ?
| didn’t recognize.”

man, 32, Los Angeles
(obviously used to much worse places)

“The Swabs (southern Germans) are the only
ones | really fear. They have always been infiltra-
ting our neighborhood, but since Berlin became
the new capital it got much worse.

| like the watchtower. | feel safer.”

MOBILE

We built mobile observation systems.

They consisted of a metal-framed case, a web-
cam, and a display showing the images taken
by the camera.

Meeting with friends on a sunny Sunday
afternoon on January 14, 2001

We took a coffee at a cafe next to the Branden- - - - -
burg Gate, a historic monument of special signifi-
cance for the (re)unified Germany

The manager came over to talk about his ideas of
mediapresence and internet advertising. He wants
webcams in his place for promotion of the events
that take place there.

We took off for a little stroll across town, four of us
wearing mobile observation systems.

First place we came across was the Russian
embassy, highly secured because of possible
tchetchenian terrorists.

Present policemen think that our mobile system

are ,funny, - no opposition, no repression at all

from this side. One of the main surprises of our
experiment in general was that nobody opposes
being observed. Everybody was interested in the
technology applied, and liked the concept of the
project

A busride down ,Unter den Linden®, one of the pro-
minent boulevards in Berlin. We quite aggressively
exposed the fellow busriders to our instruments.

Annoying some, and partly raising some interest
We walked over to Alexanderplatz, the central
square of East Berlin, - socialistic big scale urba-
nism.

We got into a talk with public-services-garbage

men, who came up with their own ideas of how to
work our webcam-screen-module.

“Computer, please scan all the
fast food places of this district
for our dear Mr. Black and
inform the closest police-officer.”

On the train towards the main nightlife area of the
L,new" Berlin. “Hip-hop-computer-kid generation”
interacted with us - surveillance technology as cata-
lyst of cross-generation interaction?

,Obligatory“ Sunday visit to ,the architecture galle-
ry of Berlin, wonderful Zaha Hadid exposition, our
address being taken by interested public - compe-

titors?, other made-agents in town?

People walking by, turning their heads, nice talks

- the significance of the project reflecting the “omni-
presence of observation and surveillance” obviously
didn’t come across.

It was quite a long day. We took the deserved
break in a nice restaurant. Enjoyed a beer, the talk
and noise faded out, the camera slowly swang
around and a romantic candlelight came into sight
- cut.

CLUBBING

We tested our observation systems” potential as a

fashionable accessory. - - -
Observation-tools as clubwear?

Observing and being observed as lifestyle?

Collecting images without the objective of surveil-

lance?

Art?

“Wow, cool situation. | have to
send a snapshot to my friends.

“What if my boss watches me
now ?”

“I don't like the spaceguard-
system by NIKE, I'm more the
HUGO BOSS type.”

“This chick looks great. Another
entry for my photocollection of
redheads.”

“Since | got this spaceguard-
system, people are finally tal-
king to me.”

“I got addicted to other peoples
lives which | follow on the net.
| know them better than myself,
because | just don't have the
time to go on with my own life.”

“If you pay me 10 bucks I'll
lift my shirt and let you watch
through internet.”

“Those spaceguard-systems are
everywhere. They became to be
a real pain in the ass. Always
being watched. Even if you want
to pee in the woods you look
around if somewhere a fucking
camera is around.”

“OK Mrs. Harper, scan the peo-
ple in the mall and record the
buying-habits especially of the
agegroup 25-35.”

A series of portable surveil-
lance tools were traveling
through the town, collecting
sounds and images.

The current project that we
work on, is to transmit those
images into the web where

it will be simultaneously on
display. On a central place

in town these images could
be displayed on big screens.
This dispersed “electronic
watchtower” is placed within
an existing public space, con-
fronting and maybe fusing the
digital with the urban space.
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